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“...do fish ever 
get seasick?”

from Ulysses: 
 “Nausicaa” by 

 James Joyce 
 (1882–1941) 

Ahead originated 20 years ago 
when a group of students with 
disabilities approached the then 
registrar of UCD about making 
curriculum accessible. The 
first offices of AHEAD were in 
Newman House, but many may 
have not been aware that they 
were next door to the classroom 
of the writer James Joyce who 
studied there from 1898 to 1902.  

James Joyce,  
Student & Teacher. 

This year (2008) over 12,000 students with special needs applied 
for accommodations in state examinations in Ireland. Each year 
an ever increasing number of students with disabilities take their 
place in third level courses and graduate to successful careers. 

People with disabilities want to have the opportunity to benefit 
from the knowledge economy, want to develop skills and 
want to work. Yet research shows that in comparison with 
the general population, students with disabilities are only 
half as likely to progress on to third level as their peers. 

Over the past ten years there has been huge commitment from 
Government and all higher education institutions to include students 
with disabilities - and the results have been dramatic. Now over 
3,600 students with disabilities are doing third level courses. 

But, there are still many attitudinal and institutional barriers 
which affect the learning experienced by students with 
disabilities. In a survey in August 2008 in Ireland (carried 
out by MRBI on behalf of AHEAD) – 40% of people 
believe that students with dyslexia cannot learn...

In order to ensure that a student with a disability has the same 
quality of learning experience in third level, a ‘whole college’ 
approach is required; the lecture hall, the library, the discussion 
group and in particular the academic and administrative staff. 

This conference will emphasis how good quality teaching and 
learning together with the innovative use of technology will not only 
significantly reduce the barriers to learning experienced by students 
with disabilities but will improve the experiences of all students.

Welcome to the 20th annual conference of AHEAD – The Association 
For Higher Education Access And Disability. I hope that you enjoy 
our conference and the kind hospitality of the NUI Maynooth today.

What’s good about our teaching, 
and what could we learn from it?

“Education is the most powerful weapon you can use to change the world” — Nelson Mandela



Schedule
08.30 Registration

09.30 Introduction, opening address & launch  
 of Good Practice Guidelines  
 Minister for Education, Batt O’Keeffe

10.15 What is mainstream education?
 Keynote Speaker, Tom Collins

11.00 Break

11.30 Including students with Dyslexia
 Dr. Chris Singleton, University of Hull

12.15 Flexible teaching & learning  
 practices that work for all 
 Dr. Jen Harvey, Dublin Institute of Technology

12.45 Lunch

 
 Digital documentation: making  
 it as accessible as possible
 Enda Guinan & Claire McAvinia, NUI Maynooth

 Talking libraries: Innovative practice in Accessibility
 Christel Berg, Lund University, Sweden

 Learning about Learning
 Dawn Duffin, SIF Project
 IT Blanchardstown, IT Tallaght & Carlow IT

14.45 Including students with disabilities  
 in all areas of college life: Q & A panel

 Facilitator: Karen Coleman (Newstalk),  
 Panel: Bernie Judge (TUI), Caroline  
 Casey (Kanchi), Barbara Waters (Skill)

 Close & Coffee

 Assessment of Need
 Connie McKernan,  
 Consultant

14.00 Breakout session14.00 Snapshots of Innovation



Contributors
Minister Batt O’Keeffe was appointed Minister for 
Education and Science in May 2008. Prior to this he has held 
many prestigious positions as a full-time public representative 
including membership of the Higher Education Committee. 
Minister O Keeffe is a graduate from UCC with a BA, and a 
HDipED and is also a former Lecturer of the RTC, Cork (now 
CIT). Minister O Keeffe is also a keen sportsman, he is a holder 
of Munster GAA medals with Cork at Under 21, Junior and Senior 
levels and was once the Cork Intermediate Handball champion

Professor Tom Collins, is Head of the Education Department at 
NUI Maynooth. Prior to this he was Director of Dundalk Institute of 
Technology. He was Government advisor on both the Green Paper 
(1998) and White Paper (2000) on Adult Education at which time 
he was Director of the Centre for Adult and Community Education 
at NUI Maynooth. He is currently chair of the National Council for 
Curriculum and Assessment and currently sits on the AHEAD board.

Dr. Chris Singleton is a Chartered Psychologist and Senior 
Lecturer in Educational Psychology at the University of Hull. He is 
internationally known for pioneering research on computer-based 
systems for dyslexia screening and assessment. He was chairman 
of the UK National Working Party on Dyslexia in Higher Education, 
is Associate Editor of the Journal of Research in Reading, and a 
member of the UK government’s Dyslexia Expert Advisory Group.

Dr. Jen Harvey is the Head of the Learning, Teaching and 
Technology Centre (LTTC) of the Dublin Institute of Technology (DIT) 
which provides a range of academic development and support for 
staff involved in third level teaching. In addition, to her work relating 
to diversity within the curriculum, current research interests relate to 
the use of technology to support learning, teaching and assessment.

Enda Guinan is the Assistive Technology Advisor with 
National University of Ireland, Maynooth and his research 
interests include the implementation of good practice in the 
application of technology in teaching and learning. 

Claire McAvinia is a Learning Technologist at NUI Maynooth 
and much of the focus of her current work is on developing effective 
use of the Moodle virtual learning environment at NUI Maynooth. 



Christel Berg is currently Head of Service for students with 
disabilities and a Board Member of the governing body for Equal 
Treatment Act at Lund University in Sweden.  Christel has worked 
with The Swedish Library of Talking Books and Braille, (TPB) - a 
government body that, in collaboration with local libraries, provides 
access to printed materials for people with print impairment and has 
a special service aimed at print impaired students at university level. 

Dawn Duffin is currently Head of Learning and Assessment 
Services for the National Learning Network, and has worked with 
educational providers including: the City of Dublin Vocational 
Educational Committee, The Institute of Technology Blanchardstown 
and a wide range of specialist providers, schools and colleges.

Connie McKernan is an occupational psychologist with wide 
experience in the field of disability and training and currently 
works as a consultant to a number of Irish organisations, 
developing training materials, evaluations, and assessments.
 
Karen Coleman is presenter of the award-winning Wide 
Angle on Newstalk106, a programme that explores top global 
stories, includes in-depth interviews with the world’s news-
makers and has a sharp analysis of global and Irish affairs.
 
Bernie Judge is currently the Education and Research Officer 
with the Teachers’ Union of Ireland, which represents teachers 
and lecturers working in post-primary, further and third level 
education.  Previously Bernie worked in the further education 
sector with a particular focus on educational disadvantage.  

Caroline Casey is the Founding CEO of Kanchi 
(formerly the Aisling Foundation). A former management 
consultant, Caroline is well known for her association 
with the O2 Ability Awards which she established.

Barbara Waters is Chief Executive of Skill: a National Bureau for 
Students with Disabilities that works in all areas of post-16 education 
and employment for disabled students in the UK. Barbara is a 
member of the LSC ALS Reforms Project Advisory Group and the LSC 
London Region strategy group on Living and Learning for Work (the 
LSC strategy for learners with learning difficulties and/or learning 
difficulties), member of the Open University Disability Advisory Group 
and member of North London Aimhigher Area Steering Group. 



MAYNOOTH

Accommodation

Accommodation is available on campus phone: 01 708 6400  
or info@maynoothcampus.com. 

Alternatively, nearby hotels include the Glen Royal Hotel phone: 
(01) 629 0909 or info@glenroyal.ie the Carton House Hotel 
phone: (01) 505 2000 or reservations@cartonhouse.com.

Parking 

Parking is available on campus 
free of charge and contain 
disabled parking spaces. 
View the map opposite to see 
location of the car parks.

Registration
The conference is €100 for 
members and €150 for non-
members and free for students 
with disabilities. A place can  
be booked by filling in the 
enclosed booking form and 
posting it to us. This form is  
also available on our website  
at www.ahead.ie or you can 
email us at ahead@ahead.ie  
or call us on (01) 716 4396 and 
we will send one out to you.

Travelling to the Conference

If travelling by car, go to http://www.nuim.ie/location/road_
directions.shtml for directions. 

Dublin Bus routes 66 and 67A both serve NUI Maynooth and depart 
from Pearse Street in Dublin city centre ( - all low floor fully accessible 
vehicles). Trains leave Connolly Station for Maynooth at intervals 
of 20-40 minutes and trains depart>arrive Connolly>Maynooth on 
the morning of the conference at 7.10>7.50, 7.30>8.08, 8.08>8.31. 
For further information; www.irishrail.ie. For a taxi service from 
Maynooth, please phone local taxi service Express Cabs in advance 
on (01) 628 9999 to make a booking.



Any notes you’d like to make...





Booking Form

Please complete this  
form and return it to: 

AHEAD, East Hall  
UCD, Carysfort Avenue
Blackrock, Co. Dublin.

Contact Details

Name:

Postal Address:

Telephone Number:

Email address:

Payment Details

I have enclosed my payment with this form.

Please invoice me for the amount due.

I am a Member €100 Non-member €150 Student (free)

Accommodations required for the conference:  
(Please detail below)

Special Dietary Considerations: (Please detail below)




